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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

WINTER 2020

A MESSAGE TO SFVMA MEMBERS
Dear Colleagues,

We are excited to announce that we will be 
continuing to offer online continuing education 
in place of our quarterly meetings until that fine 
day we can all come together once again at the 
fabulous Cliff House. November 19th, Dechra will be 
sponsoring an online meeting with Dr. Julie Kluxdal 
speaking about veterinary dermatology. Links will be 
added to the website and emailed to members prior 
to the meeting. We hope you all will join us.

As what feels like the longest year ever heads into 
holiday season, I hope that everyone is hanging 
in there. Between COVID-19, fires, elections, and 
social justice issues, this has been a year unlike 
any other for most of us. It seems almost everyone 
is struggling with some degree staffing issues 
amongst childcare, new babies, moves, and the 
confusion of veterinary professionals actually calling 
out sick. As veterinarians, most of us have rarely 
ever called out sick. We don’t want to let our clients 
and sick pets down that have likely had to wait an 
unusually long period of time to get an appointment, 
or we are working as an emergency veterinarian 
where the clinic may actually have to shut down 
if we don’t come in. We don’t want to let our staff 
down who will have to call and reschedule all of  
our appointments or who have to organize transfers 
to other hospitals. COVID-19 has changed that.  
We have to protect our staff and clients. We also 
want to avoid having to shut entire hospitals down  
if there is an outbreak as this is far more detrimental. 

I called out sick for the first time in years a couple 
months ago. I had a headache, a sore throat, and 
was very fatigued. Normally, I would have headed 

into work without thinking twice even though  
I felt like rubbish, but these are not normal times.  
I navigated the UCSF COVID-19 consulting system, 
had my first human telemedicine experience, 
and got to experience the fine deep nasal and 
pharyngeal swab from the comfort of the driver’s 
seat. Happily, I tested negative for COVID-19 and 
only missed one day of work. I also discovered that 
you actually feel better way more quickly when you 
stay home and rest when sick, and the entire vet 
hospital doesn’t come down with whatever you had. 
Fancy that. Perhaps we should consider keeping this 
new trend of staying home when ill in the future.

Please remember to take care of yourselves, your 
staff, clients and people in your lives. Everyone is 
struggling right now. It is easy to get caught up and 
stressed, but sometimes we need to take a deep 
breath and remember how crazy everything is for 
so many people right now. Who knew there would 
be such an explosion of work in veterinary medicine 
during a human pandemic? I’m still confused as to 
where all these new puppies came from, but at least 
most of them are pretty darn cute. Wishing everyone 
the best of luck through turkey day pancreatitis, 
various foreign bodies, and chocolate ingestions.

We are still looking for a new President or  
Secretary if anyone is interested. You would be 
working with 3 lovely veterinarians who have 
backyard wine meetings!  : )

Sincerely, 
 
Amy Lightstone, BVSc 
SFVMA Secretary
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Dr. Julie Kluxdal is a 1998 graduate of the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine. She spent eight years in clinical practice.  
Her practice experience includes canine, feline, emergency, exotic pet 
and wildlife medicine. Her career transitioned to the animal health 
industry when she accepted a position as a Field Technical Services 
Veterinarian in 2006 and most recently joined Dechra Veterinary 
Products as a Professional Services Veterinarian in November 2019.

Outside of work Julie enjoys spending time outdoors with her family 
hiking and biking at home in California. When they can, they enjoy 
visiting other parts of the United States and the world. Her family 
includes her husband, son, a house full of cats and one snake.

UPCOMING VIRTUAL MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020

"Veterinary Dermatology — Being Proactive: 
A Multimodal Approach to Success"

Presented by:   Julie Kluxdal, DVM
Professional Services Veterinarian, Dechra Veterinary Products

Thursday, November 19, 2020
Presentation begins at 7:00 pm  PST

Private CE for San Francisco VMA members

FOR ASSISTANCE OR QUESTIONS,  
PLEASE CONTACT:

Jasun Ramos 
jasun.ramos@dechra.com 
(559) 802-0430

1.5 RACE-Approved Credits

RACE# 495-41906

For assistance accessing the event, dial (833) 851-8340; select #, then select the number 1,  
which will connect you with a GoToWebinar customer service representative.

REGISTER ONLINE by Thursday, November 19, 2020 at: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8844716035835581968 
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MEETING SPONSOR
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We need a new  
CVMA Delegate 
and alternative to 
represent San Francisco 
veterinarians!
Please reach out to Amy Lightstone at  
sfvmasecretary@gmail.com if you are 
interested in helping represent out community!

LATEST NEWS FROM SFAfA
WE HAVE REACHED OUR MILLION DOLLAR MILESTONE!!

With the help of our member hospitals and our donors, we have provided $1,000,000 
worth of life saving veterinary care for 577 well-loved Bay Area pets since “Riot” — *our 
very first case in 2012. THANK YOU. We are so grateful for your participation and support.

Our Grant-in-Aid funds were awarded to our member hospitals on July 1, and are available 
for use through June 15, 2021. Don’t forget about your SFAFA funds when you are treating 
a case where the client is facing financial need, and the case fits our criteria. If you have any 
questions about our criteria please reach out to us for help.

We have used all of our Tauber Funds for 2020. When more funds become available,  
we will let you know.
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PRESIDENT 
[   P O S I T I O N  O P E N   ] 
sfvmapresident@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT 
Anna DeVincenzi, DVM 

sfvmavp@gmail.com

TREASURER 
Keely Commins, DVM 

sfvmatreasurer@gmail.com

SECRETARY 
Amy Lightstone, BVSc 

sfvmasecretary@gmail.com

SPONSOR A FUTURE MEETING
In order to continue to contract with the Cliff House as our meeting venue, support our 
charitable and scholarship funds, and generally maintain the organization (with keeping 
dues payments reasonable), the Board will continue to seek sponsorships that help to 
cover the costs of our programs.

If you are interested in sponsoring a future meeting,  
please contact Anna DeVincenzi:  sfvmavp@gmail.com
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RABIES CLINICS
SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2020

10am – 1pm
$6 per Vaccine!

(Dogs Only / Cash Only)

The SFVMA sponsors Rabies Clinics on four Sundays 
each year. Rabies clinics are held at Animal Care and 
Control (ACC), 1200 15th Street (at Harrison), in the 
“Get Acquainted” Room.

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Thank you to all the volunteers that continually make these 
clinics a success! Volunteers will still be needed for the 
upcoming 2021 Rabies Clinics. Sign up today!

Please email sfvmavp@gmail.com with your information to sign 
up for a clinic. Rabies clinics will be held at Animal Care and 
Control (ACC), 1200 15th Street (at Harrison) from 10am–1pm.

Please contact Anna DeVincenzi if you have any questions or 
would like to volunteer: sfvmavp@gmail.com

CHARITABLE 
DONATIONS
The SFVMA Board will consider 
charitable grants to organizations 
that support the care and welfare 
of animals in our community and 
promote the veterinary profession. 

Please contact  
Keely Commins  

for details on  
requests for donations:  

sfvmatreasurer@gmail.com

DECEMBER'S  
RABIES CLINIC HAS 

BEEN CANCELED!

… but please consider volunteering  
for Vet SOS! 

(www.sfvma.net/volunteer)
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SFVMA SCHOLARSHIPS

Veterinary Students
We will offer a scholarship to one UC Davis 
veterinary student and one Western Veterinary 
student in 2021. Applications are typically 
accepted between October and December 
annually as determined by the college.

REQUIREMENTS

�� Must be currently enrolled in the veterinary 
program at UC Davis or Western University

�� Current or former employment with an 
SFVMA member

�� Must be able to prove  
employment with member

CONTACT FOR WESTERN VET.  STUDENTS

Tim McPheron 
Director of Development 

College of Veterinary Medicine 
tmcpheron@westernu.edu

CONTACT FOR UC DAVIS VET.  STUDENTS

Hnouzong Her 
External Relations Manager 

hher@ucdavis.edu

RVT Students
To support and encourage RVTs in San 
Francisco, the SFVMA has established a 
scholarship program for students enrolled in 
an accredited RVT program. We will award 
$1,000 to two candidates who are currently  
or have previously worked in the practice of  
an SFVMA member, and have a stated desire  
to return to SF after graduation.

Submissions should include a personal 
statement from the student, a letter of 
recommendation from the veterinarian,  
and proof of enrollment at an accredited  
RVT program. The deadline for applications  
is May 1 annually.

Questions should be sent to Anna DeVincenzi  
at sfvmavp@gmail.com.
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Gualala is looking for You!
Do you dream of living and working on the coast; perhaps having an ocean view from your clinic? 
Well, here is your chance to make that dream come true: the Gualala Veterinary Clinic  
is looking for the next generation of veterinarians.

Gualala is situated on the Pacific Coast just north of the junction of Sonoma and Mendocino 
counties on So. Hwy 1. We serve the communities of Gualala and Sea Ranch as well as  
many outlying areas up and down the coast. We have a maritime climate with a privileged 
“banana belt” microclimate. It’s a wonderful community in a gentle climate with an affluent 
clientele from the area and beyond. Visit www.gualala.com for local info, or  
www.ruffimage.com for a photographic impression from a local artist.

The 3,700 sq ft building was built in 2008 on a 1/2 acre parcel and includes 700 sq ft of 
separate living quarters. The equipment is up to date and plentiful; we are paperless,  
using Intravet practice management software; there is portable ultrasound, digital radiology, 
sophisticated ophthalmoscopic equipment, a dental station incl. digital dental radiology,  
a full Idexx lab suite and more.

We currently operate only 4 days per week — Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri from 9am to 4pm  
(doctor leaves at 4pm, office is open until 5pm). As a one doctor practice we produce $700K 
plus per year, with an average invoice amount of $200. There is an untapped potential for  
3 more service days and, if desired, after hour or night service. The potential to double the gross 
is very real.

We are aiming to transition the practice including real estate in the next 1-2 years. 

This practice is ideal for a couple of veterinarians or group practice interested in ownership.  
We hope to increase the service hours to the community. Being able to stay in the apartment 
within the clinic eliminates the immediate need for housing expenses.

Price is negotiable, based on a professional unbiased evaluation to determine the value of  
the real estate and the practice.

I am willing to continue to work after the sale in a reduced capacity or on a relief type basis  
for a period of time.

If you are interested, please respond to GVC@mcn.org.  
A site visit can be arranged on weekends. Pictures will be accessible on demand.

We look forward to supporting the next generation of veterinarians on the Gualala coast!

— Carl and Robin Pfeil

CLASSIFIED ADS
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BluePearl Veterinary Partners  
Seeking Full-Time ER Doctors

BluePearl Veterinary Partners in Daly City, CA is seeking two Full time ER doctors (12 shifts/
month) to work in our 24/7 Specialty and Emergency hospital. You would be working alongside 
three other full time experienced ER doctors and one part time ER doctor. We have a fully equipped 
hospital for high-level care. Immediate openings available, we would love to hear from you!

BluePearl Veterinary Partners hospital in Daly City, CA is a state-of-the art 7,500 square foot 
facility. It is big enough to have top of the line equipment, but still small enough for clients to receive 
personalized, comprehensive care and service. Built in 2013, the hospital is located in the rapidly 
growing area of Daly City and is easily accessible.

Our clinicians offer 24/7 emergency care as well as specialty services in internal medicine, surgery, 
oncology, cardiology and Rehabilitative Medicine. Onsite diagnostic and treatment capabilities include 
a CT scanner, ultrasound, endoscopy, arthroscopy, laparoscopy and digital radiography.

Contact for more information:  Dr. Sonja Olson  —  sonja.olson@bluepearlvet.com

Visit www.bluepearljobs.com to apply!

CLASSIFIED ADS

Volunteer Vet Techs Needed at PAWS  
(Pets Are Wonderful Support)

PAWS mission is to preserve, support and nurture the human-animal bond for those most vulnerable 
in our community, low-income San Francisco residents who are seniors (over 60 years old) and/or 
persons living with a disability, with pet food and vet care, among its services.

Volunteer Vet Techs assist one of our licensed Volunteer Veterinarians with exams and nail trims at 
our Ask The Vet consultations. Our vet exam room is located in the PAWS building in the Mission 
neighborhood of San Francisco. 

Volunteer Vet Techs do not need to be licensed vet techs, but must have a minimum of one year 
experience working in a veterinary environment, and feel comfortable performing animal restraint 
and animal handling tasks within a limited clinic environment.

Please contact Program Coordinator, Volunteer Services,  
Walter Campbell for more information and to apply to volunteer: 

wcampbell@shanti.org             415-830-7026
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Veterinary Street Outreach Services (VET SOS) is recruiting volunteers— DVMs and veterinary 
assistant/technicians — for its monthly mobile clinics serving the companion animals of homeless 
San Franciscans. Visit www.vetsos.org for more information, including upcoming clinic dates. 
Support the human-animal bond in this vulnerable population and work with outstanding 
volunteers  
from all over the Bay Area!

Voicemail:  (415) 355-2237            Email:   vetsos@sfccc.org
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Want to do something that saves lives, feels 
good and helps your community? Then 

volunteer to help animals when disasters 
strike in California!

Thousands of animals need care during and after 
disasters. Some 63% of California households have 
pets, including an estimated 10 million pet cats, nine 
million dogs, and one million horses. Other pets, farm 
animals, and wildlife also need assistance during and after disasters like earthquakes, floods, and wildfires.

Veterinary professionals are vital to animals during disasters. The mission of the California Veterinary Medical Reserve Corps 
(CAVMRC) is to provide veterinary professionals with the training and credentialing necessary to support animal health and 
public health.

Deployment is always voluntary. Volunteers get involved at whatever level works for them – assistants are needed as well as 
leaders, part-time responders are as welcome as those who can help out for a week or two, plus there are ongoing roles in areas 
such as planning and disaster response. Volunteer participation can be a matter of life or death for rescued animals and means 
the world to the owners of those animals.

BENEFITS OF JOINING THE CAVMRC

The CAVMRC provides veterinary professionals:
�� Credentialing necessary to support animal health and public health emergency response.
�� Continuing education and training opportunities that allow you to strengthen your skills to better serve your practice, your 

community and our state.
�� Networking and information sharing opportunities with veterinary team members across the state.

WHO CAN JOIN THE CAVMRC?

You don’t need any prior disaster response experience or training to join the CAVMRC. The entire veterinary practice team is 
welcome, including:

�� Veterinarians
�� Registered veterinary technicians
�� Veterinary assistants, office managers and all support staff members
�� Students in veterinary medical programs

�� Retired veterinary professionals with a current license

PROGRAM AFFILIATION 

The CVMA registered the CAVMRC as a unit of the Medical Reserve Corps under the California Emergency Medical Services 
Agency and works in cooperation with local, statewide, and national agencies. The CVMA has played an important role in 
preparing for and responding to disasters in California since 1994 and builds on this experience with this new affiliation.

For more information visit the CAVMRC website: 
cvma.net/resources/disaster-response-program-2/california-veterinary-medical-reserve-corps-cavmrc/




